Reaction to reading…

How to Bring Our Schools Out of the 20th Century

Time Magazine, Sunday, Dec. 10, 2006

· We take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.   II Cor. 10.5

· “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. {9} "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  Isaiah 55:8-9

Ten Reflections & Recommendations:

1. Consider scheduling visioning meetings
· Invite select staff, educators/teachers, parents

· Distribute Time Magazine article to attendees, asking them to read the article and be ready to discuss

· Facilitate discussion which leads to specific recommendations regarding LSHS.

2. Consider, establish, and publicize rigorous graduation requirements which include not just UC A-G requirements, but also a specific number of on-line courses, Christian service project(s) and a significant number of annual service hours, “real world” internships, having read through the entire Bible – with course integration, and a senior presentation.

3. Deliver the following through the four year educational experience:  

· 21st century appropriate knowledge and wisdom vs. just information (principle based, critical thinking with discernment, essential fundamentals, not minutia)

· Ability to think Christianly (a consistent, Biblically-based worldview) –Soren Kierkegaard 

· Ability to think creatively

· Ability to work collaboratively cross-disciplinary, in project-based learning environments

· Ability to be competent in on-line and Internet-based learning and work environments

· Ability to be competent and comfortable in real world, global subjects and settings

· Communication and presentation skills

· Life skills (servanthood, leadership, deportment)

· Love of life-long-learning  -- “Our lives are rooted not only in time, but also in eternity, and the life of learning, humbly offered to God, is its own reward.  It is one of the appointed approaches to the divine reality and the divine beauty, which we shall hereafter enjoy in heaven and which we are called to display even now amidst the brokenness all around us.”  C. S. Lewis
4. Due to the desirability of global awareness – and due to obedience of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20, “Go and make disciples of all nations…”), pursue international student program, obtaining I-20 status as soon as possible.

5. Take advantage of our modified block scheduling for inter-disciplinary collaboration and learning.  This, too, is “real world education.”

6. Emphasize environmental sustainability (good stewardship of God’s resources) – and interpret annually how the facilities of LSH reflect environmental conservation through its LEEDS and CHIPS certifications.  As much as possible, make the entire campus experience (facility and program) an exploratorium – inviting investigation and learning at every turn.

7. Search for methods by which LSH classes, students, and faculty can connect with the local community and businesses in practical, yet educational, and witnessing, partnerships.

8. Explore www.Curriki.org and consider how to use this – or similar – emerging resources.

9. Consider expanding on-line opportunities for courses and for learning:  OLO, Stanford High School curriculum, www.Curriki.org (consider how to integrate these courses into for-credit-courses with a Christian overview), etc.

10. Figure out, and then offer, what would make Rip Van Winkle, if he were to walk into LSH in this 21st century, so excited and stimulated about the many and varied learning opportunities at Lutheran South that, 

· he would encounter a high energy expression of the love and grace of Jesus Christ in a fresh, new, inviting, and winsome way, 

· he would be energized, excited about, and overwhelmed by how transforming, different, inviting, innovative, “real-world,” and excellent 21st century education is!
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